I24                   Pope Pius XI
Catholic Italy might seem, yet the anti-clericalism of the
country had been so strong that even freemasonry had
had at moments almost as much influence as Catholicism.
Now both freemasonry and anti-clericalism were dead,
and Italy was to recognise for her Church and for the
State the code of Canon Law, as brought up to date from
the medieval period by Cardinal Gasparri. In actual fact
this code did not mean very much difference in Italian
law, but it is admitted on both sides that most of the
trouble in coming to the agreement was due to the large
numbers of anti-clerical acts passed by the Italian Parlia-
ment since 1870, every one of which the Vatican had to
examine and make sure that it was now null and void.
The question of schools, and that the Christian education
should be taught there, was of course of vital importance
to the Pope. This also was agreed upon.. A point, how-
ever, that was not much stressed in discussions about the
Treaty, but which at the same time must have been of
vital use to the Vatican, was the question of money. By
the Law of Guarantees, the Pope since 1870 had been
entitled to a regular grant payable annually by the Italian
State.
The different Popes.had always refused to receive this
grant, and as a result a vast sum must have accumulated,
The Pope did not receive the full amount of this in cash,
or in bonds, but he did receive seven hundred and fifty
million lire in cash, and one billion lire worth of Italian
Government stock, which latter sum he guaranteed not
to sell out for a number of years.
Such a colossal sum of money had probably not been
in the hands of any Sovereign Pontiff for many generations,
and when one works out that the total cost of running the